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schools and hospitals; they visited Salt Lake
City’s Temple Square and met with religious
and government leaders. The strong cultural
and political relationship between Utah and
Japan has its roots in the positive impression
that the Japanese gave Utah, and the Utahns
gave Japan.

Mr. Speaker, as the world grows closer and
closer together, it is my hope that the relation-
ship between the United States and Japan will
continue to be strengthened. As the world vis-
its upon Utah during the 2002 Olympic
Games, I cannot help thinking that we are not
only improving our relationship with the Japa-
nese,but also building new friendships with
other nations of the world. The Games thus
far have been a tremendous success. It is my
hope that in the months and years to come,
people from throughout the world will come to
Utah to visit, to study, to work, and perhaps to
stay. Thank you Mr. Speaker.
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TRIBUTE TO MOIRA ANN (REDDY)
SMITH

HON. ROBERT A. BORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2002

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a young woman who gave her life to
save others on September 11, 2001 at the
World Trade Center in New York City, Moira
Ann (Reddy) Smith. Moira Ann (Reddy) Smith,
age 38, was a New York City Police Officer,
a 13-year veteran assigned to the 13th pre-
cinct, when she was killed while assisting vic-
tims of the terrorist attacks on our nation.

When the initial plane carrying the terrorists
hit the World Trade Center Tower, Moira
Smith was the first officer to call in the incident
and one of the first on the scene. She took
statements from witnesses and then rushed
back to the towers to assist with the evacu-
ation of civilians from the burning towers. Sur-
vivors from the WTC and fellow officers gave
accounts of having seen Officer Moira Smith
rescue and assist victims from the tower. She
was credited as having ushered out of the
building hundreds of civilians and remaining
calm and compassionate, yet forceful when di-
recting the scared masses. She was last seen
in the stairwell of the burning tower, assisting
down the stairs, a woman who was having
trouble breathing.

Just minutes before her death, Moira Smith
was photographed in action, while she led a
blood-splattered, wounded man out of harm’s
way. The New York Daily News later pub-
lished the photo evidencing Moira Smith’s
bravery, selflessness, heroism and profes-
sionalism.

Moira Smith was the only female New York
City Police Department officer to die in the
September 11th attacks and the first female
New York City Police Officer to die in the line
of duty in the history of the NYPD. She leaves
behind her husband, James and daughter, Pa-
tricia Mary, age two.

Mr. Speaker, for this valiant effort and her
great sacrifice, the House of Representatives
honors Moira Smith today, February 14, 2002,
a day that would have been her 39th birthday.
Her sacrifice will always be remembered by
the people of America.

BIPARTISAN CAMPAIGN REFORM
ACT OF 2001
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Wednesday, February 13, 2002

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2356) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
provide bipartisan campaign reform:

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I
stand here today in support of H.R. 2356, the
Bi-Partisan Campaign Finance Reform Act.

Over time, Americans have become a group
very skeptical of politics, pleading for reform—
reform that would enable them to participate in
the political process. While there are many
opinions on how to fix our system, what is
clear is that Americans need reassurance that
they have a voice in our political process. A
perfect illustration may be that which has be-
come a major headliner in today’s news—
Enron. I am not advocating that if campaign fi-
nance had already been implemented the
Enron debacle may not have occurred, but I
will say that the recent collapse of Enron has
only further illustrated the extent of corpora-
tions’ political spending and furthered people’s
cynicism about big money and politics. Today,
I am glad to say after a long fight, we are able
to offer the American people an opportunity to
once again become involved in a political sys-
tem that promises a vote and voice for every-
one.

H.R. 2356 takes so many steps to improve
the current political process. It invites all
American voters to participate in the political
system by completely banning soft money
contributions to the national political parties,
prohibits federal officeholders and candidates
from soliciting soft money in connection with
Federal elections, and requires state and local
parties to spend hard money on activities that
influence federal elections. Not only does this
legislation stop the ever increasing and power-
ful flow of money, but it also reins in sham
issue ads by requiring hard money for broad-
cast communications that mention a Federal
candidate within sixty days of a general elec-
tion or thirty days of a primary and are tar-
geted in the candidate’s electorate, among
other provisions—such as allowing state par-
ties to use funds to conduct voter registration
and get-out-the-vote efforts. Finally, we, those
who are chosen to represent the American
people, are able to offer the American voters
a reform bill that strengthens our nation and
allows all its citizens to actively participate.

Now that we have made considerable steps
in providing all Americans with an opportunity
to participate in the political process, no matter
their income, it is important that we continue
this fight for the right of all Americans to have
a guaranteed protected vote. Americans must
be reassured that what occurred in the 2000
elections will not occur again. Not only will
they have an opportunity to actively participate
in the election process, but also a right to
have their voices heard when it is time to cast
their votes. Mr. Chairman, reforming our cam-
paign laws is an important step toward renew-
ing people’s belief in our American system
and now we must continue this fight and en-
sure them that their right to vote is just as
great.

During this vote on final passage of H.R.
2356, we, my colleagues, have an opportunity
to inevitably shape the course that we follow
as a nation. Now is the time to make change,
now is the time to offer opportunity, now is the
time to engage those who have been dis-
engaged for far too long. Remember, when
people go to the poles, they cast one vote,
when we vote on the House floor, we vote for
all those we represent. My dear colleagues, I
urge you to represent them now, represent all
those who are so often unheard, let them
know they soon can and will be heard—today,
tomorrow, and forever. I urge my colleagues
to support final passage of H.R. 2356, the Bi-
Partisan Campaign Finance Reform Act.
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A TRIBUTE TO A YOUNG HERO,
WILBERT GILLASPIE

HON. JIM TURNER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2002

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
acknowledge the heroic deeds of a young
hero from Walker County, Texas, who dis-
played enormous courage and capability in the
face of danger.

Wilbert Gillaspie, a 4th grader at Stewart El-
ementary School in the Huntsville School Dis-
trict, saved himself and his elderly grand-
mother from a burning fire that might have de-
stroyed his home had it not been for his quick
thinking.

On Sunday, January 13, Wilbert noticed
smoke coming from an electrical ceiling box
where his uncle was planning to put a ceiling
fan. After seeing the smoke, Wilbert led his
grandmother out of the building and called
911. Wilbert helped the emergency dispatcher
find out what electric company serviced his
home so the power could be shut off. When
Wilbert noticed smoke coming from his roof,
he grabbed a water hose and sprayed the roof
from the outside.

Because of the distance between Wilbert’s
home and the Huntsville fire station, it took
firefighters nine critical minutes to get to his
house. Wilbert was told by a firefighter on the
scene that if it had not been for his quick
thinking and know-how, the house would have
burned to the ground.

Wilbert learned about fire safety from mem-
bers of the Huntsville Fire Department, who
teach thousands of children and adults about
fire safety every year. I commend the hard-
working men and women of the Huntsville Fire
Department for sacrificing their lives everyday
and serving as community leaders to teach
our children about fire safety.

Young Wilbert Gillaspie is a true hero and
we join in thanking him for his courage and
bravery in the face of danger.
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THE PRESIDENT’S UPCOMING TRIP
TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA (PRC)

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, February 14, 2002

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
see that President George W. Bush will be
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